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The theme of suffering, suffering for a noble cause, suffering in the hope 
that a positive meaning will emerge, has been repeated throughout Islamic 
poetry for centuries just as Husayn and his family suffered on the 
waterless battlefield. This theme runs through a large part of recent Urdu 
poetry, particularly that of Iftikhar Arif. He is modem in his use of language, 
but classical in the way he hides his burning concerns in allusions, symbols 
and metaphors an art perfected by classical Persian and Urdu poets. It 
allows the poet to voice his deepest concerns, hopes and fears in a form 
that is not time-bound but valid for every time and expresses (as Ghalib 
once said) what is in everyone's soul. 

Annemarie Schimmel 

Though deeply rooted in the classical tradition of ghazal and the later nazm 
poetry, Iftikhar Arifs intellectual verse is too much of a child of our planet to 
belong to Urdu speaking readers only. The better the outer world comes to 
know his poetry, the more it will understand its miracle. 

To me, Iftikhar Arif is not a rebellious poet. Being a philosopher 
and a sharp observer, he is preaching a stoic dignity of endurance as a 

protest. Sometimes this way is longer and harder than revolt. 

Anna Suvorova 



